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INTRODUCTION 


To:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Runcorn. 

Mi.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  1961. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  16.32 — the  lowest  figure  on  record 
for  the  Urban  District.  Exactly  thirty  years  ago  the  figure  was 
60.40.  This  is  a  measure  of  the  effectiveness  of  those  services 
which  provide  care  and  treatment  for  young  children,  using  both 
care  and  treatment  in  their  widest  sense.  Also  it  reflects  the 
effectiveness  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors’  work  in  keeping  the 
environment  healthy.  It  is  too  easy  to  take  such  jobs  as  routine 
inspection  of  housing,  food,  etc.,  for  granted,  but  they  have  a 
marked  effect  on  community  health. 

The  Infectious  Disease  position  is  satisfactory.  There  were  no 
cases  of  Diphtheria  or  Poliomyelitis  notified  and  only  1  Whooping 
Cough.  This  happy  state  of  affairs  is  due  to  the  high  proportion 
of  the  younger  age  groups  who  are  satisfactorily  immunised  against 
these  diseases.  But,  the  position  will  remain  satisfactory  only  so 
long  as  this  high  level  of  immunisation  can  be  maintained.  The 
rise  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  gives  no  cause  for 
alarm.  It  serves  as  a  cautionary  warning  that  the  measures  de¬ 
signed  to  control  this  disease  cannot  be  relaxed.  Such  measures  are 
the  careful  sifting  of  contacts  of  known  cases,  the  continued  ob¬ 
servation  of  cases  over  a  long  period  of  time  and  the  prompt 
rehousing  of  patients  where  this  is  necessary. 

There  were  19  deaths  from  Lung  Cancer — undoubtedly  the  main 
contributory  cause  being  cigarette  smoking. 

Chronic  Bronchitis  caused  17  deaths.  In  this  connection  I  would 
refer  to  the  setting  up  of  the  town’s  first  Smoke  Control  Area  on 
1st  November,  1961.  This  date,  when  it  is  seen  in  historical  per¬ 
spective,  will  mark  the  beginning  of  one  of  the  greatest  advances 
in  preventive  medicine  in  this  century.  It  will  take  its  place  along¬ 
side  the  great  sanitary  engineering  achievements  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  which  gave  the  community  clean  water  and  sewage  dis¬ 
posal. 
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In  conclusion  I  wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  hard  work 
put  in  during  the  year  by  all  the  Public  Health  Department  Staff, 
particularly  Mr.  A.  Duckworth,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Yours  obediently, 

J.  L.  PATTERSON, 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  DP. FI. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Public  Health  Department, 

“  Pool  Dale,” 

Heath  Road, 

Runcorn. 

Telephone:  Runcorn  2261. 


SECTION  A — Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 


GENERAL  INFORMATION 

Area  of  Runcorn  Urban  District  in  Acres  . 

Population  at  Census,  1951  . 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Population  at  20th  June, 
1961  . 


3.116 

23,933 

26,120 


Density  of  Population  (i.e.  No.  of  persons  per  acre)  ... 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1961,  according  to  rate 
book)  . 

Rateable  value  at.  31st  December,  1961  . 

Rateable  value  at  31st  December,  1960  . 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  (aoprox.)  31st  December 
1961  .  . 


8.38 

8,717 

£427,860 

£421.179 

£1,743 


Vital  Statistics 

Total 

Male 

Female 

LIVE  BIRTHS . 

490 

254 

236 

Rate  per  1,000  population  . 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS  per 

18.76 

cent,  of  total  live  births  . 

3.06% 

STILL  BIRTHS  . 

9 

2 

7 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

18.03 

TOTAL  LIVE  and  STILL  BIRTHS  ... 

499 

256 

243 

INEANT  DEATHS  (deaths  under  1  year) 

8 

5 

3 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  . 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per 
1,000  total  live  births) . . 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week 
per  1,000  total  live  births) . 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under 
1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births) 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  Number  of 
deaths  . 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births . 

Total  Male 

DEATHS  .  281  164 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population .  10.76 

INFANT  DEATHS  (under  1  year)  1961 


Age  at  Death 


Certified 

Causes  of  Death 

Under 

Days 

Months 

24 

1— 

75- 

22- 

7  — 

3— 

6— 

9 — 

7  otal 

hours 

7 

14 

21 

28 

- 

3 

6 

9 

12 

Prematurity 

Congenital 

1 

3 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

Malformations 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Virus  Encephalitis 
Intra  crane  a  1 

1 

1 

1 

Haemorrhage 

Exact  cause 

] 

unknown 

1 

1 

Total 

3 

1 

_ 

1 

— 

8 

16.85 

Nil 

14.29 

14.29 

32.06 

Nil 

Nil 

Female 

117 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

The  table  of  infant  deaths  shows  that  8  children  died  before 
reaching  the  age  of  1  year,  producing  an  infant  mortality  rate  of 
16.32  compared  with  21.59  in  the  previous  year. 

This  is  the  lowest  infantile  mortality  rate  for  the  Urban  District 
on  record. 
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COMPARISON  RATES 


Year 

Popula¬ 

tion 

Per  1,000  Population 

Per  1,000 
Live  Births 

Per  1,000 
Totcl  Live  and 
Still  Births 

Death 

Rate 

Live  Birth 
Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

Still  Birth 
Rate 

1951 

23,933 

13  34 

16  07 

31*25 

27*85 

1952 

23,990 

11  29 

15*79 

39*57 

23*19 

1953 

24,350 

9  07 

17*57 

21*02 

20*59 

1954 

24,770 

10  29 

16*83 

37*47 

27*97 

1955 

25,030 

9.74 

17  6 

45*3 

13*4 

1956 

25,460 

1 1  10 

18*2 

36-6 

25*3 

1957 

25,660 

9  19 

17*8 

21*78 

23*4 

1958 

25.800 

9  50 

17  5 

17  6 

19  5 

1959 

26,020 

9  65 

16*8 

36*61 

33*2 

1960 

26,350 

8  95 

17-57 

21  59 

21*14 

1961 

26,120  1 

10  76 

18.6 

lo-32 

8*03 

SECTION  B 
Sanitary  Circumstances 

1.  (i)  WATER.  The  water  supply  consists  of  soft  water  from 
Lake  Vyrnwy  which  in  periods  of  drought  is  augmented  by  a 
supply  of  Runcorn  Well  water. 

Tests  are  made  of  the  water  by  the  Council,  and  during  the 
year  4  tests  of  Vyrnwy  water  were  made,  and  4  tests  of  Well 
water  were  made  by  the  Runcorn  and  District  Water  Board. 

The  Report  of  the  Analyst  is: — The  condition  of  this  water  is 
satisfactory. 

(ii)  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  4/51  requires  the  following 
information  regarding  water  supplies  in  the  area: — 

(i)  Whether  the  water  supply  of  the  area  and  of  its  several 
parts  has  been  satisfactory: — 

(a)  In  quality  .  Yes 

(b)  In  quantity  .  Yes 

(ii)  Where  there  is  a  piped  supply  whether  bacteriological 
examinations  were  made  of  (i)  the  raw  water  and  (ii) 
where  treatment  is  installed,  of  water  gcine  into  supply; 
if  so 
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(a)  How  many? .  Yes  (i)  4;  (ii)  4: 

(b)  The  results  obtained.  Number  of 

coliform  organisms  per  100  mis.  Satisfactory 

(c)  The  results  of  any  chemical  analysis  Satisfactory 

( Hi )  Where  the  Waters  are  liable  to  have  plumbo  solvent  action 

the  facts  as  to  contamination  by  lead,  including  precau¬ 
tions  taken  and  number  and  result  of  analyses: — 

Report  of  Analyst  does  not  indicate  plumbo  solvent 
action  in  any  of  the  testings  made. 

(in)  Action  in  respect  of  any  form  of  contamination:  - 
None. 

(v)  Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  the 
number  of  the  population  supplied  from  public  water 
mains: — 

Houses  Population 

(a)  Direct  to  the  houses .  8,717  26,120 

( b )  Bv  means  of  stand  pipes  ...  Nil  Nil 

2.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE.  No  major  improvements 
were  carried  out  on  drainage  or  sewerage  works  during  the  year 
but  plans  were  in  course  of  preparation  for  the  extension  of  the 
intercepting  sewer  from  Norman  Road  Bridge,  Heath  Road  to  the 
junction  of  Heath  Road  and  Moughland  Lane. 

3.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING.  A  weekly  collection  of  house  re¬ 
fuse  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  whole  of  the  district. 
The  three  “  Paxit  ”  rear  loading  compression  vehicles  which  carry 
bigger  pay  loads  have  resulted  in  a  big  saving  on  running  costs 
and  are  quite  adequate  to  deal  with  the  new  houses  being  built. 

The  purchase  of  a  new  “  Paxit  ”  refuse  vehicle,  which  was  on 
order  at  the  end  of  the  year,  will  provide  in  the  future  for  a  service¬ 
able  vehicle  in  reserve  in  the  event  of  breakdown,  etc. 

The  extra  refuse  from  houses  in  the  No.  1  Smoke  Control  Area 
was  dealt  with  satisfactorily. 

Disposal  of  the  refuse  by  controlled  tipping  at  the  Castle  Rise 
Tip  presents  a  difficult  problem  as  the  disused  quarry  is  rapidly 
filling  up.  Constant  care  is  needed  in  covering  the  tip  daily  and 
treating  the  tip  surface  daily  with  insecticide  in  the  summer 
months  in  order  to  prevent  a  nuisance  arising  to  the  surrounding 
houses. 

Early  attention  will  have  to  be  given  to  the  acquisition  of  further 
suitable  land  for  tipping  but  suitable  sites  are  difficult  to  obtain. 
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4.  PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES.  The  new  Public  Conveniences 
at  the  new  Market  Hall,  equipped  with  washing  facilities,  were 
opened  during  the  year  and  erection  commenced  on  new  conven¬ 
iences  in  Langdale  Road,  adjacent  to  the  Cemetery. 

New  conveniences  are  still  needed  in  the  area  of  Runcorn 
Hill  to  eventually  replace  the  badly  sited  conveniences  on  The 
Common.  Weston  and  Weston  Point  are  urgently  in  need  of  mod¬ 
ern  conveniences. 

Senseless  vandalism  still  takes  place,  especially  at  the  Conven¬ 
iences  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  involving  the  Council  in  heavy 
expenditure  in  repairing  buildings  and  fittings. 

5.  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA: 

Inspections  made  for  all  purposes  .  4,817 

Nuisances  dealt  with  .  300 

Notices  served  (Informal)  .  147 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 — -Record  of  Nuisances,  1961 

Number  of  complaints  in  respect  of  dwellings .  177 

Number  of  Preliminary  notices  served  (embracing  300 

nuisances)  .  147 

Number  of  Preliminary  notices  complied  with  without  re¬ 
sort  to  service  of  Statutory  Notices  (embracing  09  nui¬ 
sances)  .  83 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  as  authorised  by  Council 

(embracing  197  nuisances)  .  79 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  (embracing  101 

nuisances)  .  33 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  outstanding  from  1960  com¬ 
plied  with  in  1961  (embracing  16  nuisances) .  7 

Number  of  Legal  Proceedings  instituted  for  failure  to  comply 

with  Statutory  Notice  .  2 

Number  of  Housing  Inspections  .  104 

Rent  Act,  1957 — Record  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair,  1961 

During  1961  there  were  no  applications  for  Certificates  of  Dis¬ 
repair  or  any  applications  for  cancellation  of  Certificates  from 
Landlords. 
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Summary  of  Visits  and  Inspections 


Food  Premises: 


Bakehouses 

6 

Cafes  Canteens,  Restaurants  . . . 

21 

Food  Shops 

117 

Food  Vehicles  ... 

10 

Licensed  Premises 

31 

Public  Market  ... 

60 

Unsound  Food  ... 

54 

Other  Visits: 

Atmospheric  Pollution — Smoke 
Nuisance 

67 

Smoke  Control  Areas  ... 

...  1016 

Canal  Boats 

6 

Complaints 

164 

Demolition — Unfit  Property  ... 

90 

Disinfections  and  Disinfestations 

105 

Drainage 

401 

Factories  and  Workplaces 

32 

Hairdressers 

24 

House  Inspections  and  Enquiries 

82 

Infectious  Disease  Enquiries  ... 

28 

Interviews 

...  270 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ... 

319 

Music  Halls  and  Thearres 

24 

Nuisance  Abatement  ... 

385 

Pet  Shops 

9 

Petroleum  Acts 

94 

Piggeries 

27 

Public  Baths 

15 

Public  Conveniences  ... 

301 

Schools . 

2 

Shops (Other  than  Food) 

30 

Refuse  Removal  and  Disposal 

651 

Rodent  Control . 

236 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 

30 

Waste  Land 

12 

Water  Supply  ... 

8 

Sampling: 

Water  (Domestic) 

2 

Water  (Baths)  ... 

12 

Ice  Cream  and  Lollies... 

28 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

48 

4,817 


Total 


6.  ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  AND  SMOKE  ABATE¬ 
MENT.  For  the  purposes  of  recording  solid  matter  and  sulphur 
present  in  the  atmosphere,  four  stations  are  now  in  operation  con¬ 
sisting  of  deposit  gauges  and  lead  peroxide  apparatus.  The  gauges 
and  apparatus  are  situated  at: — 

Beacon  Hill  Reservoir  Highfieid  Tannery 

Weston  House  Town  Hall  Grounds 

The  residue  is  collected  on  the  1st  of  the  month  or  as  near  as 
possible  for  analytical  examination. 


Measurements  of  Deposited  Matter  with  the  Deposit  Gauge 

The  amount  of  total  solids  in  tons  per  square  mile,  and  the  aver¬ 
age  rainfallduringtheyear^^  


Month 

Beacon 

Hill 

Reservoir 

W  eston 
House 

Highfieid 

Tannery 

Town 

Hall 

A verage 
Rain  Jail 
inches 

January 

17.38 

13.11 

15.86 

12.16 

3.90 

February 

14.53 

14.90 

10.38 

8.06 

1.92 

March 

No  reading 

38.22 

No  reading 

6.99 

0.79 

April 

No  reading 

18.35 

23.43 

5  43 

2.72 

May 

8.22 

22.43 

12.08 

5.77 

1.38 

June 

10.94 

25  0O 

14.40 

11  91 

1  24 

July  . 

25.69 

40  50 

15  49 

16.67 

2.72 

August 

A  o  reading 

26  96 

20.82 

31.46 

3.21 

September 

8.32 

18.73 

20.60 

12.28 

2.77 

October 

31.48 

22  88 

17.86 

No  reading 

2.24 

November 

8.57 

18.32 

14.54 

No  reading 

1  59 

December 

10.41 

20.13 

3  6.00 

4.69 

1.53 

Monthly  Average  ... 

12.83 

23.29 

16  49 

11.54 

2.17 

Annual  Rainfall:  26.01  inches. 

The  measurement  in  milligrams  of  S03  per  day  per  100  square 
centimetres  of  lead  peroxide  during  the  year  1961  was  as  follows: 


Measurements  of  Sulphur  Dioxide  with  Lead  Peroxide  Apparatus 


Month 

Beacon 

Hill 

Reservoir 

Weston 

House 

H  ighfield 
Tannery 

Town 

Hall 

January 

2.88 

2  25 

2.89 

1 .94 

February 

2.74 

1.67 

2.85 

111 

March 

2.09 

1.34 

3.64 

1.06 

April 

2.28 

1.34 

2.59 

1 .50 

May 

2  10 

1.44 

0.98 

0  92 

June 

2  12 

1.66 

2.32 

0.89 

July 

2.31 

1.82 

2.25 

0.74 

August 

1.86 

1.43 

2.18 

0.71 

September 

1.56 

0.77 

2.17 

0.47 

October 

2.25 

1.16 

2  26 

0.52 

November 

2.65 

1.83 

2  56 

1.34 

December 

2.70 

2.55 

2.54 

1.67 

Monthly  Average 

2.29 

1.60 

2  43 

1  07 
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The  average  monthly  readings  or  solid  matter,  expressed  in  tons 
per  square  mile,  and  for  measurement  of  sulphur  dioxide  since 
1957  are  set  out  in  the  tables  below: — 

Average  Monthly  Solid  Matter  in  Tons  per  sq.  Mile 


Year 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

Monthly  Average 

30.13 

24  61 

17  56 

16.90 

16  04 

Total  Annual  Deposit 
(tons  p-r  sq.  mile)  ... 

361.60 

295.50 

210  69 

194  37 

172  95 

Average  Monthly  Measurement  of  Sulphur  Dioxide  with  Lead 

Peroxide  Apparatus 

(Mg.  of  SO,  per  day  per  100  sq.  cm.  lead) 


Year 


1957 

1958 

1 959 

1960 

1961 

2.34 

2.04 

2.08 

1.94 

1.85 

There  has  been  a  further  reduction  in  the  monthly  average  de¬ 
posit  of  solid  matter  for  1961  compared  with  previous  yea~s  and 
also  a  reduction  in  the  sulphur  dioxide  content. 

The  monthly  average  reading  of  solid  matter  for  the  Weston 
gauge  shows  a  slight  increase  over  1960.  This  gauge  is  situated 
in  close  proximity  to  an  industrial  plant  which  from  time  to  time 
emits  dust  and  gives  rise  to  a  nuisance  in  the  immediate  area.  The 
owners  of  the  plant  have  given  an  undertaking  to  carry  out  im¬ 
provements  to  the  washing  equipment  of  the  plant  to  reduce  the 
dust  nuisance  which  should  be  completed  in  the  early  part  of  1962. 

Clean  Ail  Act,  1956 — Industrial  Provisions 

Observations  have  been  taken  regularly  of  all  chimneys  in  the 
area  under  the  provisions  of  the  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods) 
Regulations,  1958.  In  addition  several  complaints  have  been  in¬ 
vestigated  with  regard  to  dust  nuisance  from  industrial  plants  and 
in  all  67  visits  and  observations  have  been  made. 

There  has  been  a  general  improvement  in  the  smoke  emission 
from  boiler  chimneys  but  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  issue  a 
warning  to  one  firm  where  Dark  Smoke  was  emitted  in  excess  of 
the  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods)  Regulations,! 958.  The  cause 
was  due  to  a  breakdown  in  the  mechanical  stoker  which  was  not 
repaired  quickly  enough  and  gave  rise  to  a  nuisance  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood. 
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Clean  Air  Act,  1956 — Smoke  Control  Areas 

The  Council’s  first  Smoke  Control  Order  on  the  Grange  Neigh¬ 
bourhood  Unit  came  into  operation  on  1st  November,  1961  and 
comprises  approximately  1,397  premises. 

A  great  deal  of  the  Department’s  time  during  the  year  was 
taken  up  in  carrying  out  the  detailed  survey  of  the  houses  in  the 
area,  supervising  the  conversion  of  grates  and  visiting  houses  to 
advise  on  the  burning  of  fuel.  A  total  of  1,016  visits  were  made 
for  these  purposes. 

A  lot  of  the  Department’s  time  was  concerned  with  adminis¬ 
trative  details  and  if  the  Smoke  Control  Programme  is  to  be 
speeded  up  it  is  necessary  to  cut  this  work  to  a  minimum. 

The  beneficial  effects  of  the  Smoke  Control  Area  are  quite 
noticeable  and  several  observations  from  Runcorn  Hill  showed  the 
marked  contrast  of  the  Area  in  relation  to  the  other  parts  of  the 
town. 

7.  PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS.  The  Urban  District  Coun¬ 
cil  maintains  a  Public  Swimming  Bath  which  is  supplied  with 
water  from  the  Town’s  mains  and  passed  through  a  filtration 
plant  charged  with  chlorine.  It  is  tested  for  its  purity  and  chlorine 
content  periodically  during  the  season,  and  its  physical  character¬ 
istics  are  satisfactory.  Daily  checks  are  made  for  chlorine  content 
by  the  Baths  Superintendent. 

Six  chemical  and  six  bacteriological  samples  of  Bath’s  water 
were  tested  and  the  Analyst  reported  on  the  fluctuations  of  the 
composition  of  the  water  at  various  times,  e.g.  when  the  load  was 
heavier  and  the  temperature  consequently  higher  Attention  was 
immediately  given  to  any  adverse  report  and  the  process  of  chlor¬ 
ination  adjusted  as  required. 

8.  ERADICATION  OF  VERMIN.  The  following  particulars 
are  given  of  action  taken  for  the  eradication  of  vermin:— 


Infested  uni  Disinfested 

No.  of 

Council  houses 

N o.  of 
other  houses 

No.  of 
mi  si  mss 
premises 

Bed  Bugs  . 

2 

1 

— 

Cockroaches 

4 

2 

2 

Ants 

4 

1 

— 

Silverfish 

5 

— 

— 

Red  Mites  ... 

3 

— 

— 

Total 

18 

4 

2 
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9.  RODENT  CONTROL.  During  the  year  the  administration 
of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  has  led  to  many 
visits  and  treatments  of  dwellings  and  business  premises  being 
carried  out.  The  number  of  premises  inspected  was  378. 

Treatment  of  infestations  at  private  dwellings  is  carried  out 
free  of  charge,  but  a  charge  is  made  for  rodent  control  work  in 
connection  with  trade  premises  and  land. 

During  the  year  1961  disinfestations  were  carried  out  by  the 
Rodent  Operator  at  314  premises;  1,231  visits  in  all  were  made. 

The  disinfestations  dealt  with  consisted  of: — 

Business  Premises,  92;  Private  Dwellings,  207;  Council  Premises, 
15. 

Sewer  treatment  was  carried  out  in  the  months  of  March,  July 
and  November  with  satisfactory  results. 

A.  10%  test  of  all  sewers  and  a  testing  of  all  manholes  which 
are  known  to  be  subject  to  rodent  infestation  are  given  special 
attention. 


SECTION  C 


(1)  HOUSING 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  in  Urban  District.  3 1st 


December,  1961  8,717 

Density  of  houses  (Number  of  houses  per  acre) .  2.76 

Number  of  houses  (new)  erected  during  1961: — 

(a)  By  Local  Authority .  175 

(b)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  .  172 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority: — 

Permanent  .  2,454 

Prefab .  52 

General  Fund  .  11 

Slum  Clearance  Programme — Housing  Ac%  1955 


Considerable  progress  has  been  made  with  the  re-housing  of 
families  and  demolition  of  properties  included  in  the  Council’s  5 
and  10  vear  programme  of  Unfit  Houses. 

Seventy-two  families,  comprising  195  persons,  have  been  re¬ 
housed  during  the  year.  One  hundred  and  twenty-two  houses 
have  been  demolished  and  3  closed  in  the  year. 
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During  the  year  1961  Orders  have  been  made  in  respect  of  3 
individual  Unfit  Houses  and  Orders  in  respect  of  44  Unfit  Houses 
made  in  1960  were  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government. 


(2)  COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Urban  District, 
the  last  one  was  demolished  in  1959. 


(3)  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CANAL  BOAT  INSPECTOR 

The  number  of  Canal  Boats  passing  through  the  Urban  District 
during  the  year  1961  was  probably  the  lowest  recorded  since  the 
Bridgewater  Canal  was  built.  The  traffic  in  narrow  boats  is  con¬ 
fined  to  the  occasional  boat  bringing  coal  to  the  Gas  Works. 

Six  inspections  were  made  of  these  Canal  Boats  and  no  contra¬ 
ventions  of  the  Canal  Boat  Regulations  were  found. 

The  population  of  the  six  Canal  Boats  referred  to  consists  of:— 
Male, 4;  Female,  2;  Children,  4  (Girls  9,  9,  5,  4  years). 

There  were  no  cases  of  overcrowding  discovered  or  infectious 
disease  reported  on  any  Canal  Boat  during  the  year. 


SECTION  D 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 
(1)  (a)  Milk  Supply 

There  are  two  dairy  farms  in  the  area  of  the  Urban  District, 
both  of  which  are  registered  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food. 

One  dairy  in  the  area  is  licensed  for  the  Pasteurisation  of  milk 
by  the  High  Temperature  Short  Time  System. 
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(b)  Milk  Sampling 

The  following  table  indicates  the  Reports  of  the  Analyst  of 
samples  taken  by  the  County  Council  in  the  Urban  District  during 
the  year  1961: — 

SAMPLING  FOR  CLEANLINESS  AND  EFFICIENCY  OF 

HEAT  TREATMENT 


Class  of  Milk 

No.  of 

Appropriate 

No.  of  Samples 

Samples 

Tests 

Passed 

Failed 

Pasteurised 

52 

Phosphatase 
Methylene  Blue 

52 

52 

— 

Sterilised 

.112 

Turbidity 

112 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Phosphatase 

3 

— ■ 

Pasteurised 

3 

Methylene  Blue 

3 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested 

7 

Methylene  Blue 

7 

— 

(2)  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960 

After  1st  January,  1961,  all  dealers’  licences  under  the  above 
Regulations  were  issud  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council,  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Authority  for  the  area. 


(3)  Ice  Cream  Samples 

Fourteen  samples  of  ice  cream,  8  samples  of  ice  cream  mix  and 
6  samples  of  ice  lollies  were  submitted  to  the  Analyst  for  report,  and 


the  table  herewith 

gives  the  results  of  the 

same: — 

Type  of  Sample 

No.  of 
Samples 

Grade 

1 

Grade 

2 

Grade 

3 

Grade 

4 

Ice  Cream 

14 

10 

— 

2 

2 

Ice  Cream  Mix 

8 

5 

— 

— 

3 

Ice  Lollies 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Suitable  action 

was  taken  in 

the  cases  which 

were  in 

Grades 

3  and  4  and  subsequent  samples  were  satisfactory. 

There  are  94  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


1.  (a)  Food  Premises  in  the  Area. 


Type 

No.  in  area 

No.  registered  under 
Sect.  16F&D  Act,  1955 

Grocery  and  General  Stores 

84 

— 

Greengrocery 

22 

— 

Butchers 

24 

12 

Fish  and  Chips 

17 

17 

Wet  Fish 

9 

— 

Cooked  Meats 

4 

4 

Cafes,  Canteens 

24 

— 

Licensed  premises 

36 

- — 

Bakers  &  Confectioners 

14 

— • 

Sweets 

26 

— 

Total 

260 

33 

(b)  Inspection  of  Food  Premises 

245  visits  and  inspections  have  been  made  to  food  premises,  and 
25  notices  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  served  in  respect 
of  re-decoration  of  premises,  provision  of  hand-washing  facilities, 
renewal  of  worn  equipment  and  protection  of  open  food. 

No  prosecutions  were  instituted  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regula¬ 
tions. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  quite  extensive  improvements  are 
taking  place  in  several  of  the  food  premises  in  the  town  and  the 
new  food  shops  in  the  Town  Redevelopment  Scheme  and  New 
Market  Hall  now  provide  premises  of  modern  construction  and 
design  to  replace  the  old  badly  arranged  shops. 


(c)  School  Canteens. 

The  facilities  for  serving  school  meals  are  still  below  standard 
in  some  schools.  Only  Balfour  Road  County  Secondary  ,  The  Grange 
County  Secondary,  Grange  County  Primary  and  St.  Edwards  R.C. 
School  have  Kitchen/Dining  Room  accommodation.  The  other 
schools  have  washing  up  facilities  situated  mainly  in  cloakrooms 
and  are  totally  inadequate  and  unsuitable  for  the  purpose. 

The  provision  of  modern  Kitchen /Dining  Room  accommodation 
is  an  urgent  requirement. 
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(di  Unsound  Food 

Under  the  “Unsound  Food  Provisions”  the  undermentioned 
articles  of  food  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  consumption  on  shop 
premises  and  were  condemned: — 


Tinned  Foods 

Corned  Beef 

42  J  lbs. 

Fish 

l|  lbs. 

Fruit 

31  lbs. 

Ham 

7001  lbs. 

J  am 

5  lbs. 

Luncheon  Meat  ... 

28  lbs. 

Meat 

7i  lbs. 

Milk  . 

11  Jibs. 

Ox  Tongue  . 

12  lbs. 

Pork 

12  lbs. 

Rice  Pudding  . 

3  Jibs. 

Veal 

6  lbs. 

Vegetables 

274  lbs. 

F  rozen  Foods 

Fish 

774  lbs. 

Meat  . 

18  lbs. 

Vegetables 

39  Jibs. 

Fresh  Foods 

Beef 

82  lbs. 

Butter  . 

30 J  lbs. 

Chicken 

126"  lbs. 

Fish  . 

15  lbs. 

Marshmallows  ... 

12  cartons 

2.  Slaughterhouse 

The  Council-owned  Slaughterhouse  is  no  longer  tenanted,  and 
butchers  are  supplied  with  meat  mainly  from  Stanley  Market,  Liver¬ 
pool  and  a  small  quantity  brought  into  the  area  from  small 
slaughterhouses  in  the  surrounding  areas  where  it  was  closely 
inspected  These  arrangements  fully  cover  the  slaughtering  need 
of  the  area. 

3.  Aldulteration,  etc. — Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Cheshire  County 
Council  for  the  following  report  of  the  work  carried  out  by  his 
department  in  the  Runcorn  Urban  District  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  during  the  year  1961: — 
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List  of  Samples  obtained  in  the  Runcorn  Urban  District  during  the 

year  ended  31st  December,  1961. 


Number  adulterated  or 
Number  not  up  to  the  recognised 

Nature  of  Sample  obtained  standard  quality 


Almonds  Ground 

2 

Apples  (Italian) 

1 

Arrowroot  Biscuits  .. 

1 

Beans  (French) 

1 

Beer  Ginger 

1 

Butter  ... 

2 

Cheese  Cheshire 

2 

Chocolate  Roll 

1 

Cider 

1 

Coconut  Desiccated  ... 

1 

Coffee 

1 

Damsons 

1 

Fat  Compound 

1 

Gin 

1 

Iced  Lolly 

3 

1 

Kipper  Fillets  Buttered 

1 

Lard 

1 

Lemonade 

1 

1 

Margarine 

1 

Marmalade  Orange  Jelly 

1 

Milk  . 

36 

Milk  Condensed  Skimmed  Sweetened 

1 

Milk  Condensed  Special  Full  Cream 

1 

Milk  evaporated  unsweetened 

1 

Soup  Oxtail  tinned  ... 

1 

Pears 

1 

Peas  tinned 

1 

Perry 

1 

Plums  Egg 

1 

Rolls  Swiss 

1 

Rum 

1 

Saccharin  Tablets  (standard) 

2 

Sausages  (Beef) 

1 

1 

Sausages  (Pork) 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

Sponge  Cake  (Madeira) 

1 

Strawberries  (tinned) 

1 

Tonic  Water  Indian  ... 

1 

Vinegar 

1 

Wholemeal  Loaf 

2 

82 

4 
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Particulars  of  Samples  not  up  to  Standard 


Sample 

Result  of  Analysis 

Remarks 

Lemonade 

Soft  drink  undergoing 
fermentation 

Wholesaler 

Producer 

Cautioned. 

Pork 

Sausages 

Containing  90  p.p.m.  of 
sulphur  dioxide  presevative 
(undeclared) 

Producer 

Cautioned. 

Beef 

Sausages 

Containing  240  p.p.m. 
sulphur  dioxide  presrvative 
(undeclared) 

Producer 

Cautioned. 

Iced  Lollv 

Does  not  conform  to  label¬ 
ling  of  Food  Order — label 
declared  citric  or  tartaric 
acid  and  not  specific 
declaration. 

Manufacturers 

Cautioned. 

Particulars  of  Complaints  from  Private  Purchasers 


(Not  submitted  for  analysis) 

Complaint  from 

Complaint 

Remarks 

Housewife. 

Meat  Pies,  one  mouldy  and 
one  not  properly  wrapped 

Retailer 

Cautioned 

Housewife. 

Sliced  loaf  of  bread  con¬ 
taminated  with  patch  of  oil 

Retailer 

Cautioned 

Housewife. 

Soda  water  containing 
foreign  body 

Retailer  fined 
£5  plus 
£3.3.0  costs 

SECTION  E 

Deaths,  Infectious  and  Other  Diseases,  Statistics 


I.  During  the  year  there  were  54  deaths  recorded  from  cancer 
as  compared  with  47  in  1960. 


Details  of  Cancer  deaths  over  the  past  Five  years 


Y  tuv 

Site 

1-14 

15-44 

45-64 

65-74 

75 

a>.d 

over 

Rate 

fer 

1.000 

popu¬ 

lation 

To 

all 

age 

M 

(al 

s 

F 

1957 

Stomach 

1 

1 

4 

2 

4 

Lungs,  Bronchus 

— 

2 

10 

3 

-[ 

1  67 

13 

o 

Other  Sites 

— 

— 

10 

4 

8  ) 

11 

1! 

1958 

Stomach 

— 

— 

2 

3 

2| 

4 

3 

Lungs,  Bronchus 

— 

2 

6 

4 

1  1 

1.97 

11 

2 

Other  Sites 

— - 

1 

11 

10 

9  1 

14 

17 

1959 

Stomach 

— 

— 

3 

5 

N 

7 

8 

Lungs,  Bronchus 

— 

1 

a 

3 

• 

1.92 

8 

— 

Other  Sites 

1 

5 

8 

7 

61 

11 

16 

1960 

Stomach 

— 

— 

3 

2 

1  , 

4 

2 

Lungs,  Bronchus 

— 

— 

8 

6 

2  ( 

1.78 

14 

2 

Other  Sites 

— 

2 

p* 

i 

9 

7  \ 

10 

16 

1961 

Stomach 

— 

— 

2 

1 

c 

5 

2 

Lungs,  Bronchus 

— 

— 

In 

7 

•>  ( 

2.07 

16 

3 

OtherSites 

5 

9 

9 

5  j 

12 

16 

2.  Infectious  and  other  Notifiable  Diseases,  1961. 

(Corrected  Notifications) 


Age  Groups  of  Casts  Notifitd 


Disease 

Un¬ 

der 

1 

1- 

2 

3- 

4 

5- 

9 

10- 

li 

15- 

24 

25- 

44 

45- 

64 

65 

and 

Total 

over 

Measles  . 

13 

79 

98 

152 

3 

_ 

. 

345 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

— 

1 

4 

13 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2# 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

t 

Erysipelas  . 

Meningococcal 

1 

1 

Infection  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Food  Poisoning . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Totai.s 

13 

81 

103 

166 

6 

— 

2 

2 

— 

372 

Tuberculosis  notifications  are  given  in  a  separate  section  of  the 


report. 
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3.  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Tables  indicating  Notifications  and  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
over  the  last  ten  years. 

(a)  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


Year 

Ca 

Male 

ses  Notif 

Female 

led 

Total 

Male 

Deaths 

Female 

Total 

1952 

6 

2 

8 

5 

_ 

5 

1 953 

10 

8 

18 

6 

1 

7 

1954 

4 

1 

5 

3 

— 

3 

1955 

1  1 

4 

15 

— 

1 

1 

1956 

3 

1 

4 

3 

1 

4 

1957 

3 

5 

8 

— 

— 

1958 

5 

— 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1959 

7 

3 

10 

1 

1 

1960 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1961 

3 

6 

9 

1 

- 

1 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


Year 

Cases  Notified 

1 

Deaths 

i 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1952 

1 

— 

i 

9 

■ 

2 

1953 

1 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

— 

1954 

— 

— 

1955 

— 

— 

— 

1956 

— 

— 

— 

1957 

— 

— 

1958 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1959 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1960 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

1961 

__ 

— 

— 
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4. 


TOTAL  DEATHS  1961 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

— 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

- — 

— 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  . 

2 

— — 

4.  Diphtheria 

- — 

- — - 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  ... 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

- — 

— - 

8.  Measles 

■ — 

— 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

5 

2 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

16 

3 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- — 

4 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- — 

4 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

12 

8 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

- — 

1 

16.  Diabetes 

— 

— 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18 

20 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

34 

21 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

6 

4 

20.  Other  heart  diseases 

16 

13 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

6 

8 

22.  Influenza  . 

2 

2 

23.  Pneumonia 

4 

6 

24.  Bronchitis 

17 

— 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

— 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

— 

— 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

2 

1 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

- — - 

1 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

-- 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  malformations  ... 

1 

— 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

9 

10 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ... 

3 

— 

34.  All  other  Accidents  . 

3 

6 

35.  Suicide  . .  . 

o 

2 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

Total  ...  164  117 


Comparability  Factors: 


Births  0.96;  Deaths  1.30 


Annex  attached  to  report: 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1961  FOR  THE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  RUNCORN  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF 

CHESHIRE 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories 
Acts,  1937  to  1959. 
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PART  1  OF  THE  ACT 

1  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(3) 

Written  \  Occupiers 
Notices  Prosecuted 
(4)  (5) 

1.  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  an  I  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

12 

8 

_ 

2.  Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

69 

24 

5 

_ 

3.  Other  Premises  in.  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers5  premises)  . . 

14 

6 

Total  . . 

Q5 

38 

5 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (If  defects  are  discovered  at  the 
premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they  should  be 
reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases”) 


Number  of  cases  in  which 

defects  were  found 

1 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 
(6) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Referred 

i  _ 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

To  HM. 
Inspector 
(4) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

- 

- 

— 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage,  floors  (S. 6) 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) : 

(a)  insufficient  .  . 

7 

1 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective  . 

4 

3 

- 

3 

- 

(c)  not  separate  ro~  sexes  .  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  'he  Act 
(not  including  offences  relating 
to  Out-work)  .  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

. 

. 

Total 

7 

4 

1 

3 

- 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
Outwork 

(Sections  1 10  and  111) 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature 

of 

Work 

(1) 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in  August 
list  required 

oy  Seciiuri 

11QUM4 

(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending  lists 
to  the 
Council 
(8) 

No.  of 
prosecutions 
for  failure 
to  supply 

lists 

<«>  j 

No.  of 
instances  of 
work  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

(5) 

Notices 

termed 

m 

prose¬ 

cutions 

(7) 

)  Making  etc. 
Wearing  ) 

apparel  )  Cleaning  and 
)  Washing 

10 

— 

| 

i 

1. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  1  - 

Household  linen 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Lace,  lace  curtains 
and  nets 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Curtains  and  furniture 
hangings 

2 

- 

- 

-  j  - 

Furniture  and  upholstery 

— 

- 

i  - 

Electro-plate 

- 

- 

File  making 

— 

- 

- 

Brass  and  brass  articles 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Fur  pulling 

— 

- 

- 

Iron  and  steel  cables 
and  chains 

— 

- 

i 

-  I  - 

iron  and  steel  anchors 
and  grapnels 

_ 

1 

. 

Cart  gear 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

Locks,  latches  and  keys 

— 

— 

- 

- 

Umbrellas,  etc. 

1  ~ 

Artificial  flowers 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Tents 

- 

_ 

— 

- 

- 

Sacks 

— 

~ 

— 

— 

- 

- 

Racquet  and  tennis  balls 
Paper  bags 

The  making  of  boxes  or 
other  receptacles  or 

parts  thereof  made 

wholly  or  partially  of 
paper 

Brush  making 

Pea  picking 

Feather  sorting 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— • 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

- 

- 

— • 

— 

— ■ 

— - 

— 

1 

- 

— 

— 

i 

—  j  —  |  — * 

Carding,  etc.  of  buttons 
etc. 

— 

... 

- 

~ 

Stuffed  toys 

— 

— 

— 

— -  j  -  j  — 

Basket  making 

— 

— 

_ 

- 

— 

Chocolates  and  sweetmeats 

— 

- 

- 

— 

Cosaques,  Christmas 
stockings,  etc. 

_ 

_ 

. 

- 

Textile  weaving 

- 

- 

1  _ 

Lampshades 

_ _ 

_ 

— 

— 

!  ~ 

— 

Total 

1 

12  1 

I 

t 

! 

— 
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CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
RUNCORN  DIVISIONAL  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
DIVISIONAL  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1961 

INTRODUCTION 

To:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Runcorn  Divisional  Health  Committee: 

Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  this  my  Annual  Report  dealing 
with  those  portion:  of  the  Section:  c:  Part  III  of  the  National 
Health  Act.  J946,  for  which  this  Committee  is  responsible. 

As  in  previous  years  the  report  is  sub-divided  into  the  various 
sections  of  the  Act  and  gives  details  of  the  work  carried  out  during 
the  year. 

The  Infant  Welfare  Centre  at  Grappenhall  is  very  well  attended. 
The  new  Welfare  Centre  is  still  awaited. 

Immunisation.  The  state  of  primary  immunisation  against 
Diphtheria,  Pertussis  and  Tetanus  is  very  satisfactory — about  93% 
of  children  being  immunised.  Arrangements  are  made  for  booster 
doses  at  school  entry  and  again  at  10  years  of  age.  A  very  high 
proportion  of  parents  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity,  and  many 
who  do  not,  take  their  children  to  their  own  family  doctor  for 
“boosters.”  During  the  next  year  arrangements  will  be  made  to 
remind  parents  that  children  of  two  require  a  “booster”  dose, 
particularly  to  maintain  a  satisfactory  level  of  immunity  against 
whooping  cough.  Regular  clinics  are  held  each  month  in  the  main 
centres  of  population  throughout  the  district. 

Poliomyelitis  vaccination  has  now  been  made  available  to  every¬ 
one  up  to  40  years.  In  the  younger  age  groups  the  response  is 
excellent — 92%  There  was  a  steady  increase  in  the  number  of 
people  in  15-40  age  group  coming  forward  for  vaccination.  The 
figure  is  now  about  45%. 

Domestic  help — The  demand  continues  to  rise,  but  owing  to 
careful  assessment,  the  total  number  of  hours  worked  has  fallen 
although  the  number  of  cases  attended  has  risen  considerably.  In 
September,  M~s.  D.  M.  Shepherd  began  work  as  Domestic  Help 
Supervisor.  I  am  sure  her  appointment  will  result  in  greater 
efficiency  in  this  very  important  and  expanding  section  of  the 
department’s  work. 
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I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Divisional  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  help  to  me 
on  all  occasions. 

The  co-operation  and  assistance  of  the  County  Medical  Officer 
and  his  staff,  the  Clerk  to  the  Divisional  Health  Committee,  the 
staff  in  my  Divisional  Health  office  and  the  nursing  staff  in  the 
Division  has  been  greatly  appreciated. 

I  beg  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  L.  PATTERSON. 

Divisional  Health  Office, 

36  Halton  Road, 

RUNCORN. 


SECTION  22 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

There  are  seven  Child  Welfare  Centres  in  the  Division,  three 
of  which  are  held  in  County  owned  premises  (Runcorn,  Frodsham 
and  Stockton  Heath)  and  four  of  which  are  held  in  premises  rented 
by  the  County  Council  for  the  actual  Sessions  (Grappenhall, 
Helsby,  Kingsley  and  Weston  Point). 

The  Infant  Welfare  Centres  are  as  follows: — 


Frodsham 

Welfare  Centre 

The  Rock 

Alternate  Tuesdays 
at  2  p.m. 

Grappenhall 

Methodist  Sunday  School 

Tuesdays  at  2  p.m. 

Helsby 

British  Insulated 
Callender’s  Cables  Works 
Recreation  Room 

Alternate  Tuesdays 
at  2  p.m. 

Kingsley 

Hurst  Chapel 

Second  and  Fourth 
Wednesdays  2  p.m. 

Runcorn 

Welfare  Centre 

Halton  Road 

Wednesdays 

10  am.  and  2  p.m. 

Stockton  Heath 

Welfare  Centre 

65  Whitefield  Road 

Mondays  2  p.m. 

Weston  Point 

Russell  Road  Hall 

First  and  Third 
Thursdays  of  month 
at  2  p.m. 
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In  addition  to  Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  Orthopaedic,  Ophthalmic, 
Dental  and  Minor  Ailments  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Frodsham. 
Runcorn  and  Stockton  Heath  centres  during  the  month,  and  at 
Runcorn,  Ante-  and  Post-Natal  Clinics  are  also  held  each  Thurs¬ 
day  at  10  a.m.  A  Toddlers’  Clinic  on  the  second  Thursday  of  the 
month,  and  Physiotherapy  and  Speech  Therapy  Clinics  are  held 
during  the  month.  A  Speech  Therapy  Clinic  is  now  held  each 
Thursday  at  the  Stockton  Heath  Welfare  Centre. 

The  Committee  considered  the  question  of  arranging  a  Child 
Welfare  Clinic  on  the  Grange  Neighbourhood,  Runcorn,  and  it 
is  hoped  to  open  a  clinic  on  this  estate,  to  be  held  twice  monthly, 
early  in  the  new  year. 

The  Committee  inspected  the  Welfare  Centres  at  Runcorn, 
Frodsham  and  Stockton  Heath,  and  the  Day  Nursery,  Runcorn, 
on  the  annual  inspection  of  County  owned  and  rented  properties, 
and  attention  was  given  to  alterations,  repairs  and  replacements 
required. 

Day  Nursery 


There  is  one  Day  Nursery 

in  the  Division, 

situated  in  Okell 

Street,  Runcorn. 

During  the  year,  the  avera 
was  29,  the  same  as  for  the 

ge  daily  attendan 
previous  year. 

ce  of  the  Nursery 

Attendances  at  the  various 

clinics  held  at  th 

e  Welfare  Centres 

and  for  the  Day  Nursery  are  given  in  the  following  tables: 

A.  Mothers’  Clinics 

New  Cases 

Total  Attendances 

Ante-Natal 

309 

1.843 

Post-Natal 

7 

42 

Dental: — 

Pre-Natal 

6 

8 

Nursing  Mothers 

17 

59 

Dentures  supplied  ... 

15 

Young  Children’s  Clinics 

New  Cases 

Total  Attendances 

(i)  Infant  Welfare: 

To  1  year 

742 

7,337 

1  to  2  years 

— 

880 

2  to  5  years  ... 

.  .  .  - 

1,193 

(ii)  Specialist 

Ophthalmic  (under  5)  ... 

32 

83 

Dental  Treatment  (under 

5)  ...  35 

33 

39 

B.  (i)  Welfare  Centres 


New  Case j 

Total  Attendances 

0-1 

0-1 

1-2 

2-5 

Frodsham  . . 

76 

648 

82 

159 

Grappenhall 

134 

1,878 

202 

90 

Helsby 

82 

895 

156 

183 

Kingsley 

20 

227 

36 

44 

Runcorn 

238 

2,1 67 

237 

541 

Stockton  Heath  . . 

125 

898 

62 

149 

Weston  Point 

67 

624 

105 

27 

Total? 

742 

7,337 

880 

1,193 

B.  (ii)  Ophthalmic  Clinics 


Frodsham 

New 

Cases 

7 

Total 

Attendances 

24 

Runcorn 

•  •  * 

4 

14 

Stockton  Heath 

21 

45 

Totals 

32 

83 

Ante-Natal  Clinics 

• 

• 

Post-Natal  Clinics 

New 

Total 

New 

Total 

Clinic 

Cases 

Attendances  Cases 

Attendances 

Frodsham 

151 

1,207 

7 

42 

Runcorn 

158 

636 

— 

■ — 

Totals  ... 

309 

1,843 

7 

42 

(iii)  Day  Nursery, 

Aged  0 — 2  years 

Runcorn 

Average  No. 
Attending 
.  7 

Total 

Attendances 

1,755 

2 — 5  years 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

22 

5.287 

Sale  of  Branded  Welfare  Foods.  The  sale  of  proprietory  brands 
of  Welfare  Foods  at  Kingsley,  Runcorn  and  Weston  Point  is 
carried  out  through  my  office.  During  the  year,  the  total  sales 
amounted  to  £1,088  8s.  6d.,  an  increase  of  £58  over  the  previous 
year. 

At  Frodsham,  Helsby,  Grappenhall  and  Stockton  Heath  clinics 
the  sale  of  Welfare  Foods  is  carried  out  by  voluntary  Societies. 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods — M.O.F.  During  the  year  no  new 
distribution  points  were  opened  in  the  Division. 

Since  the  increased  charges  for  Cod  Liver  Oil,  A  &  D  Capsules 
and  Orange  Juice  came  into  force,  there  has  been  a  reduction  in 
the  number  of  commodities  sold  at  the  centres. 
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The  following  are  details  of  the  distribution  points  and  com¬ 
modities  sold  during  the  year: 


Centre 

Commodities 

N.D.  Milk 

Half 

Cream 

Cod  Liver 
Oil 

A.  &  D. 
Capsules 

Orange 

Juice 

Runcorn 

6,029 

286 

804 

895 

5,915 

Alvanley 

164 

— 

19 

23 

205 

Appleton 

695 

— 

17 

13 

195 

Frodsham 

1,933 

80 

->7-> 

A*  / 

254 

2,073 

Grappenhall 

1,645 

6 

302 

209 

1,884 

Helsby 

675 

13 

115 

165 

1,648 

Kingsley 

167 

5 

33 

33 

290 

Manley 

528 

— 

24 

21 

225 

Moore 

271 

— 

10 

12 

150 

Norley 

351 

1 

52 

19 

137 

Preston  Brook  . . 

219 

— 

26 

1 

74 

Stockton  Heath 

1,151 

— 

204 

326 

1,320 

Sutton  Weaver  .  . 

87 

— 

14 

17 

Thelwall 

285 

— 

26 

50 

273 

Weston 

426 

— 

35 

7 

163 

Weston  Point  . . 

860 

— 

65 

89 

600 

Total  Issues 

14,436 

391 

2,023 

2,i  17 

15,169 

Issues  to 

Institutions  . . 

Totals  for 
Division 

— 

72 

— - 

48 

14,486 

391 

2,095 

2,117 

15,217 

SECTION  23— MIDWIFERY 


Under  this  Section  the  Committee  are  responsible  for: — 

(i)  Provision  where  necessary,  of  accommodation  for  midwives 
and  the  maintenance,  repair  and  alterations  required  for 
such  premises; 

(ii)  Provision  of  transport  for  midwives  where  necessary  in 
cases  of  emergency. 

Apart  from  the  Midwives  residing  in  30  Georges  Crescent, 
Grappenhall  and  10  Stanley  Villas,  Runcorn,  all  other  County 
Midwives  in  the  Division  reside  in  their  own  homes. 
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During  the  year  the  Committee  inspected  the  County  rented 
midwives’  properties  and  repairs  requiring  attention  were  dealt 
with. 

Transport  and  medical  requisites  were  provided  as  and  when 
required. 


SECTION  24— HEALTH  VISITING 

The  Committee  are  also  responsible  for  the  housing  accommo¬ 
dation  of  Health  Visitors.  No.  10  Stanley  Villas,  Runcorn,  is 
occupied  by  one  of  the  Runcorn  Health  Visitors.  All  other  Health 
Visitors  in  the  Division  reside  in  their  own  homes. 


SECTION  25— HOME  NURSING 

With  the  exception  of  the  three  disrict  nurses  in  Runcorn  and 
one  district  nurse/midwife  at  Budworth  and  Helsby,  who  reside 
in  their  own  homes,  the  remainder  now  reside  in  County  owned 
or  rented  property. 

The  Committee  inspected  all  County  owned  and  rented  pro¬ 
perties  in  the  Division,  and  action  was  taken  regarding  any  alter¬ 
ations,  repairs  or  renewals  requiring  attention. 


SECTION  26— VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Every  effort  was  again  made  during  the  year  to  bring  to  the  the 
notice  of  parents  the  need  to  have  their  children  vaccinated  and 
immunised. 

During  the  year  facilities  were  made  available  to  parents  of 
all  children  who  had  started  school  after  the  Easter  holiday  to  be 
immunised  against  Diphtheria  at  school,  especially  for  “  Booster  ” 
injections,  and  a  total  of  795  were  immunised.  In  addition  1,030 
children  in  the  age  group  6  to  10  years  were  given  a  further  Booster 
injection  at  school. 

Schools  will  be  visited  annually  to  immunise  the  yearly  intakes. 

The  figures  set  out  in  the  following  tables,  compiled  from  record 
cards  received  from  medical  practitioners,  show  the  number  of 
vaccinations  and  immunisations  carried  out  during  the  year.  For 
comparison  purposes  the  figures  for  the  previous  year  are  also 
given: 


36 


VACCINATION 


Welfare 

Doctor's 

Patient's 

Centres 

Surgery 

Homes 

Schools 

Total 

Primary  1961 

25 

619 

_ 

_ 

644 

1960 

48 

396 

5 

— 

449 

Re-vaccination  1961 

— 

S23 

_ 

_ _ 

123 

1960 

— 

85 

— . 

- — 

85 

IMMUNISATION— PRIMARY. 


Welfare 

Centres 

Doctor's 

Surgery 

Patient's 

Home 

Schools 

Total 

Diphtheria  1961 

— 

10 

_ 

93 

103 

1960 

30 

- — 

111 

141 

Combined 

Whooping  Cough,/ 

Diphtheria  1961 

270 

740 

4 

— 

1,014 

and  Tetanus  1960 

114 

627 

2 

— 

743 

I MMUNISATXON— REINFORCING  INJECTIONS. 


Diphtheria  1961 

1960 

— 

93 

29 

_ 

1,030 

2,560 

1,123 

2  589 

Combined 

Whooping  Cough/ 
Diphtheria  1961 

60 

300 

702 

1,062 

and  Tetanus  1960 

24 

403 

J 

— 

430 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS 

Arrangements  were  made  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  for  all 
children  and  adults  to  be  given  their  third  injections. 

Regular  monthly  day  and  evening  sessions  were  held  at  the 
Frodsham,  Graopenhall,  Runcorn  and  Stockton  Heath  Welfare 
Centres  for  the  necessary  injections  to  be  given. 

The  following  are  details  of  the  numbers  given  their  third  in¬ 
jection  since  the  scheme  commenced. 

Children  0 — 15  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  12,187 

15  to  25  years  ...  ...  .  3,527 

25  to  40  years .  2,274 

The  percentage  of  children  under  15  years  vaccinated  against 
poliomyelitis  is  very  good,  being  over  92%. 
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Extra  evening  clinics  were  arranged  at  the  Welfare  Centres  at 
Frodsham,  Runcorn  and  Stockton  Heath  during  the  month  of 
June,  and  a  total  of  4,099  persons,  mostly  in  the  age  group  25  to 
40  were  given  their  two  injections.  The  percentage  of  persons 
vaccinated  in  the  15  to  25,  and  25  to  40  years  age  groups  during 
the  year  increased  from  approximately  30%  to  45%. 


SECTION  28 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 
Tuberculosis 

The  Health  Visitors  were  informed  of  all  new  cases  and  asked 
to  visit  and  complete  the  environmental  report  sheet  and  wher~ 
the  patients  had  not  attended  the  Chest  Clinic  for  examination 
they  were  advised  to  do  so.  Every  effort  was  made  to  persuade 
the  contacts  to  attend  for  examination. 

On  receipt  of  the  completed  report  sheets,  these  were 
checked  to  ascertain  what  help  was  required. 

Details  of  cases  during  the  period  1st  January  to  31st  December 


(a)  Total  number  of  cases  on 
register — 

1st  January,  1961 
31st  December,  1961 

( b )  Removals  from  register, 
1st  January  to  31st  Decem¬ 
ber,  1961  — 

Died 

Left  district 
Recovered 
Lost  sight  of 


(c)  Number  of  notifications 
received,  1st  January  to 
31st  December,  1961 —  . 

New  cases 
Transfers 

Restored  to  register 


B.C.G,  Vaccination 


Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Total 

M. 

F. 

I 

M. 

F. 

182 

139 

19 

27 

367 

1 64 

130 

1 6 

27 

337 

6 

1 

1 

7 

1 

5 

— 

— 

6 

17 

14 

3 

1 

35 

24 

20 

3 

1 

48 

3 

7 

1 

1 1 

2 

D 

— 

— 

4 

1 

■) 

— 

• — - 

3 

6 

11 

— 

1 

18 

1  '  i 

During  the  year  parents  of  children  in  the  13  vears  age  group 
attending  schools  in  the  Division  were  given  the"  opportunity  of 
having  them  given  B.C.G.  vaccination,  and  I  am  pleased  to  report 
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that  there  was  a  very  good  response,  approximately  82%  agreeing 
to  the  vaccination  of  their  children. 

The  following  schools  were  visited  during  the  period  under 

review: 


Balfour  Road  Secondary  Modern  Schools,  Runcorn 
Runcorn  the  Grange  Secondary  Modern  School 
St.  Edwards  R.C.  School,  Runcorn 
Helsby  County  Grammar  Schools  (Boys  and  Girls) 

Helsby  Secondary  Modern  School 
Frodsham  Secondary  Modem  School 
Kingsley  Secondary  Modem  School 
Stockton  Heath  Secondary  Modem  School 
Stockton  Lodge  Private  School,  Stockton  Heath 
Grappenhall  Hall  Special  School,  Grappenhall 
Belmont  Hall  College,  Gt.  Budworth. 

Netherton  House  School,  Frodsham. 

Details  of  the  number  of  forms  issued,  tests  carried  out  and 
B.C.G.  given  during  the  year  are  as  follows: — 


Before  Vaccination: 

No.  of  consent  forms  issued 

No.  of  children  for  whom  consent  received 

No.  of  Mantoux  tested 

No.  positive  to  Mantoux  test 

No.  vaccinated  with  B.C.G. 


786 

668 

632 

143 

471 


After  B.C.G,  Vaccination: 

No.  positive  to  follow-up  Mantoux  (12  months)  ...  345 

No.  negative  to  follow-up  Mantoux  (12  months)  ...  23 

Following  the  Adrian  report  on  x-my  hazards,  the  practice  of 

sending  children  under  15  to  the  Mass  Miniature  Radiography 

Unit  was  discontinued.  Now,  instead  of  x-raying  all  Mantoux 
positive  children,,  only  those  children  with  a  strong  positive  mantoux 
are  x-rayed.  These  are  done  at  the  Chest  Clinic  by  arrangement 
with  Dr.  Hughes.  The  parents  of  these  children  are  also  notified 
to  attend  for  x-ray  in  an  endeavour  to  find  possible  contacts.  One 
infectious  case  of  tuberculosis  was  found  in  a  family  contact  during 
the  year. 


Care  of  the  Aged 

Under  the  County  Council  Chiropody  Scheme  for  persons  over 
65  and  handicapped  persons,  a  total  of  1,280  treatments  were 
given,  642  at  the  Chiropodists  Surgery  and  638  at  patients'  homes. 

The  “Meals  on  Wheels”  service  proved  very  useful  to  the  elderly 
who  are  housebound. 


Loan  of  Nursing  Equipment 

Supplies  of  Nursing  equipment,  apparatus,  etc.,  are  available 
for  loan  to  patients  from  stocks  supplied  to  district  nurses  in 
accordance  with  the  scale  agreed  to  by  the  Cheshire  County  Coun- 
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al  and  my  Committee  A  reserve  stock  is  also  kept  at  my  Divisional 
Office. 

The  demand  for  the  loan  of  this  equipment  greatly  increased 
during  the  year. 

Convalescent  Home  Treatment 

The  Committee  has  power  to  send  persons  in  need  of  rest  but 
not  nursing  care  to  convalescent  homes.  Four  applications  were 
received  for  such  treatment  during  the  year,  and  arrangements  were 
made  foi  treatment  for  two  weeks  in  each  case. 

Patients  are  required  to  pay  towards  the  cost  of  their  stay  in 
these  homes,  according  to  the  scale  laid  down  by  the  County  Council. 
Handicapped  Persons 

Visits  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  persons  on  the  Handi¬ 
capped  Persons  Register,  and  help  arranged  where  necessary. 

Health  Education 

Health  Education  is  a  very  important  part  of  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  s  work  albeit  a  difficult  one,  and  one  whose  degree  of  success 
is  impossible  to  assess.  Posters  are  displayed  throughout  the 
Division  and  pamphlets  are  distributed  at  the  Welfare  Centres 
An  encouraging  aspect  of  this  work  is  the  good  attendances  at 
the  ante-natal  classes  at  Stockton  Heath  and  Runcorn.  These  young 
mothers  are  given  talks  on  various  aspects  of  health  and  their 
interest  and  enthusiasm  is  very  refreshing.  This  is  undoubtedly  a 
successful  way  of  getting  Health  Education  across  to  people 
The  individual  contact  of  Health  Visitors  in  the  course  of  their 
daily  rounds  remains  the  largest  single  factor  in  this  work. 

SECTION  29— DOMESTIC  HELP 

The  number  of  domestic  helps  employed  at  31st  December  1961 
was  0/. 

The  number  of  cases  provided  with  domestic  help  during  the 
year  increased  from  193  to  217,  an  increase  of  24.  The  total  number 
°;a  hours  domestic  helps  were  supplied  to  cases  during  the  year 
frk  'r  n  COmpar?d  with  35,684  in  1960,  a  decrease  of  678  hours 

during  l%O0Wandti%<i:!hOWS  *hC  tYPeS  °f  C3SeS  SUpplied  wlth  helP 

Year  Confinement  Tuberculosis  Aged  Cases  of  other 
,  Q, ,  Cases  Cases  Persons:  Illness. 

961  28  2  164  23 

i960  26  2  |50  15 

At  31st  December  1961  there  were  108  protracted  cases  remain¬ 
ing  on  the  register,  a  decrease  of  13  on  the  1960  total. 

u„thT8  the.  year  the  Committee  considered  all  cases  supplied 
v\ith  the  services  of  a  domestic  help  P 

Mrs.  D.  M  Shepherd,  the  Home  Help  Organiser  for  this  Division 
commenced  duties  on  4th  September  1961. 
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